CURTIS"

hour in which Miss Lawn had died. " If you feel that
there is any doubt in your mind that Clanwaring com-
mitted this murder/' concluded Curtis, " then he is entitled
to the benefit of that doubt/'

Strangely enough, although Curtis was so expert in
dealing with the time element in a case, it was on the
question of time that Clanwaring was acquitted. The
defence established that he had been in a public-house
1,000 yards from the shop, six minutes before he "was
supposed to be in the shop. " Walking at the rate of
4 miles an hour/' said the Judge, in addressing the jury,
"it would take him thirteen minutes to walk that dis-
tance. And was Clanwaring likely to walk at even 4
miles an hour ?" And, indeed, Curtis had had some
difficulty in eliciting reliable evidence from some of his
witnesses. One of them, for instance, stated that he had
started the morning by drinking a pint of beer at the
Dog and Pheasant; after breakfast he had had a pint of
beer at the King William; he had then drawn his pension
and had two pints of beer at the Rose and Crown; he
thought he then went back to the King William.

"You were a little doubtful by that time/' suggested
Curtis,

The Farrow's Bank case at the Old Bailey lasted for
thirteen days, establishing a record for the new court.
Curtis defended Walter Crotch. The trial had been post-
poned from the previous Old Bailey sessions, Curtis need-
ing more time to prepare the defence of his client after
new evidence had been called, following nine days' hearing
in ,the police court. Thomas Farrow had been manager
of the bank, which had closed its doors at the end of 1920
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